
CODICOTE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting held at 7.30 pm on Tuesday lst March 2022

in the Peace Memorial Hall, Codicote

PRESENT: Cllrs Mike Kane (Chair), Colin Argent, Russell Green, Caroline Tinner, Arthur South, Caroline Mayger,
Peter Bexton, Georgia Gilbert and Jim Bundy

lN ATTENDANCE: County Cllr Richard Thake, District Cllrs lan Moody and Mandi Tandi, two members of the
public, the clerk, Mr Simon Crosier and consultant clerk Mr Tom Brindley.

2022123 (Aeenda 1) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Shergold.

2022114 (Aeenda 2l CHAIR'S REMARKS

The chair welcomed the new clerk and confirmed that Mr Brindley will continue to offer support while
the new clerk learns the role.

2022125 (Asenda 3) PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

1. Mr lan Wood (Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee) addressed the council. Mr Wood was
delighted that the parish council has taken an interest in the Neighbourhood Plan. Mr Wood
highlighted his concern with the village's increasing population. He was disappointed that that the
steering group was not invited to attend the parish council workshop.

2. The chair advised that the council decided that initially it needed to discuss the draft report
internally but confirmed that in the near future, the council will engage with the residents,
including members of the former steering group. He advised that with council elections pending it
would be better to hold off any further work until new councillors are in post and the planning
inspector's report on the Local Plan has been received.

3. The chair thanked Mr Wood for his presentation.

2022126 (Aeenda 4) Presentations and/or ouestions to District and Counw members

1. County Cllr Richard Thake addressed the council.
a. Cllr Thake thanked Tom Brindley for all his help as locum clerk.
b. Cllr Thake is concerned that the planning inspectorate is operating in a manner that means

hostile applications are likely to get passed with the local councils potentially missing out on
5106 money and residents having no say in planning issues.

c. There needs to be a comprehensive review of access to the village school.
d. Cllr South raised the issue of what is being promised and what is being delivered is leading to

tensions in the village between councillors and residents. Clerk to write to Mark Kemp -
Director of Highways and Environment Hertford - highlighting current issues.

2. District Cllr lan Moody addressed the council.
a. The developer was not responding to enquiries regarding the plans for The Bell public house.
b. Heath Lane and Wyevale sites Taylor Wimpey has submitted revised plans to NHDC.

c. NHDC officer Jeanette Lowdon has agreed to look at the possibility of establishing a waste
collection point at the Bury Lane recreation ground.

d. CCTV could be an additional item for 5106 funding.
3. District Cllr MandiTandi addressed the council.

a. NHDC has raised the precept to the maximum it can be raised to without needing a

referendum.
b. Garden bin waste charge being raised largely to compensate for damaged bins.

c. Concerns in the village that waste is not being collected and that bins are being damaged by
the contractor. Cllr Tandi agreed to forward details of the environment director to the clerk
so that a complaint letter can be compiled.
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d. Planning application for 29 Danesbury Road has been called in to the District Council

Planning Committee.

2022127 {Aeenda 5l TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Tinner advised that her nephew is a financial director of Taylor Wimpey, and she will therefore
abstain from debates concerning Taylor Wimpey.

2022128 (Aeenda 5l MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 25th Januarv 2022

The minutes of the meeting held on 25th January 2022were accepted as a true record of the meeting
and the chair authorised to sign.

2022129 (Aeenda 7l MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF 25th Januarv 2022

None.

2022130 (Agenda 8) To receive the clerlCs report on ongoine proiects

1. John Hodge had advised the councilthat he had four small plots of land he wished to dispose of.

a. Plot one is the short length of footpath between Valley Road and Bury Lane.

b. Plot two is the entry to the large field opposite Plummer Farm.

c. Plot three is the entrance to the field behind Bury Farm.

d. Plot four is an area of land between the backs of the houses on St Giles Road and the backs

of the houses in Church Close that adjoins the allotments. The land carries the overhead
electricity lines. The clerk was asked to write to Mr Hodge with a view to obtaining and

asking a price for Plot four.
2. The Pound survey had been received. The clerk was asked to obtain at least two quotes for the

work.
3. Comments on the Planning Portal implied that Highways had no objection to the proposed lighting

and height barrier. District Cllr lan Moody agreed to follow up with the planning officer regarding
the granting of planning permission. Cllr Moody highlighted that NHDC has a shortage of planning

officers.
4. The council office has now been vacated. Power was delegated to the clerk to dispose of redundant

assets currently in storage at best value.

5. Paul Clayson was preparing a quote to paint bollards. Mr Clayson had noted that quick drying paint

can be used on concrete or metal bollards but not on plastic bollards. The clerk was asked to
progress the work.

5. A second quote to repair the recreation ground car park was also for f5,000 . The contractor was
preparing a quote just using concrete.

7. Dog bins - The clerk will discuss the location with the county Highway's officer, when one is

appointed.
8. Litter picking-To date there had been one response to the tender request.

9. Elections Timetable. The clerk had attended a briefing on forthcoming elections.
a. The timetable had been set as:

o 24h March 2O22formal announcement of elections.
o 4n April2O22,16:00 Deadline for submission, by hand, of nomination forms AND

deadline for withdrawal.
. 5th April. List of candidates published. lf there are more candidates than seats, a

contested election will be held.
. 4s May. Elections

b. The chair suggested that councillors who plan to stand for election could bring their
nomination papers to the next council meeting on 29th March.

c. The clerk was asked to obtain latest electoral register.
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10.The vicar of St Giles church has requested a meeting with council over vestry project. The clerk was

asked to arrange a meeting on 14th March.

2022131 (Agenda 9) Hiehwavs issues, includins parkine restrictions at Hill Road and Meadow Wav
L. Members noted that single yellow lines do not stop people dropping off passengers. The zigzag

markings do prevent pick-up and drop-off.
2. Members noted that zigzag lines were proposed only for the school entrance. The clerk was asked

to write to Nicola Shaw (county highways officer) supporting the zig zag lines near the school and
the double yellow lines on the Hill Road/Heath Lane junction but to object to the double yellow
lines at the Hill Lane/Meadow Way junction.

2022132 (Aeenda 10) REPORTS FROM WORKING PARTIES

1. Youth Hut: The clerk was asked to arrange a meeting with Tom Allington (NHDC planning officer)
to progress the scope and vision of the project and to clarify the situation with raising and
releasing S105 money.

2. Pavilion:
a. Members RESOLVED to assign f5,000 towards refurbishment of pavilion.
b. lt was noted that before this work is authorised a drainage engineer needs to examine the

damp on the external wallto ascertain the cause.

c. The clerk was granted delegated power to spend the allocated funds.
d. Cllr Bundy agreed to work with the clerk on authorising a drainage engineer to look at damp

issue and preparing a list of refurbishment works.
3. Neighbourhood Plan: See minute 2022125.

2022133 (Aeenda 11) To consider a CommuniW Eneaeement Stratesv
1. Cllr Mayger reported that this is a standard document across most councils and that

implementation is the key to successful community engagement.
2. The chair suggested a working party to ascertain how to engage people and combine this with

analytics to see how many people use the parish council website and for what purpose.

3. Members noted that the April parish magazine will be delivered to every household in the village.
Articles for the parish magazine have a deadline of March 12th.

4. Cllr Mayger and Cllr Argent agreed to forward an article to the clerk for publication.

District Cllr MandiTandi left the meeting.

2022134 (Aeenda 12) To create a staffine committee
The chair proposed and members agreed to delay the formation of a staffing committee until after the
May elections.

2022135 (Asenda 13) To receive an uodate on the Peace Memorial Hall (PMH)

1. Members noted that the PMH trustees have indicated they would like to stand down.
2. Mr Brindley advised council he had checked with the Land Registry and established that neither the

land nor building was registered.
3. Mr Brindley had written to previous PMH trustees asking for any additional information they could

provide.

2022135 (Aeenda 14) Plannine committee items:
1. To consider planning applications referred from the Local Planning Authority:

a. I22/002611Vanstone Park bungalow. Mr Brindley had written to the planning officer
suggesting a planning condition restricting occupation to that ancillary to the main dwelling.

b. 122/OO285lThe Paddocks Potters, Heath Road: No Objection
c. I22lOO197l5 OId Chapel Mews. Single story rear extension: No objection
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d. 122/004651 7 Ridgeway - Replacement windows: No Objection
e. [22/00450] The Old Orchard, Danesbury Park Road, erection of 4 bedroom dwelling: No

Objection.
2. The council RESOTVED to delegate powers to the clerk to respond to planning applications on

behalf of the council.
3. Decisions

a. 1211026841Slip Cottage: Refused.

b. Vf/O27O8l Land to the south of Bury farmhouse: Granted.

4. Call ln
a. l2UO3122l Land between Greygilland 29 Danesbury Park Road.

i. Members noted that the application had been called in by District Cllr Tandi.

ii. Members RESOLVED to instruct Mr Brindley to represent the council at the NHDC

planning committee. Cllr Kane would also attend.
5. Appeals. None
5. Consultation on major development sites - Members RESOTVED to invite Taylor Wimpey to attend

the next meeting.

2022137 (Aeenda 15) Environment committee items.
1. To consider the arboricultural report on The Pound. See Minute 202213012.

2. To consider repairs to Codicote History Society boards - The chair agreed to investigate whether
the charity that installed the original boards is still operating and to establish if there are any

funds to repair the boards.
3. To consider a contract for the maintenance of planters and hanging baskets.

a. Members RESOIVED to award the contract to Making Life Beautiful
b. Members noted that a competitive tender process should be instigated ahead of the 2022-

23 financial year.

2022138 (Aeenda 15) Recreation Committee ltems:
1. Allweather pitch

a. A request to investigate the feasibility of an all-weather pitch had been received from
Mr J Park, chair of the John Clements Sports and Community Trust and the Codicote Junior
Rugby club

b- Cllr Bundy advised council that this would take the pressure off existing facilities that are

often adversely affected by the weather resulting in cancelled matches.
c. The clerk was asked to investigate possibility of grant funding for the project and co-ordinate

with Mr Park at Codicote Junior RFC.

2. To confirm fees for 2O22-23 for:
a. Members RESOTVED to set the fees as follows:

i. Cricket f850 p.a.

ii. Tennis Courts - Fees were by 3% per year over the next 3 years (in line with the
lease). 2022-23 f1,314,2023-24 f 1,353, 2024-25 fL,394

iii. Senior football - Council agreed to raise fees by 3% per year over the next 3 years (in

line with the lease). 2022-23 f7,346,2023-24 f 1,386, 2024-25 f7,428. Discount for
marking the pitches raised to f150.00 p.a.

iv. Junior football - Base fee set at f150 p.a. and to rise in line with age group. Cllr Bundy

to clarify fees with clerk.
v. Veteran's football- lncreased by 3% to f353 p.a.

vi. Junior rugby - Base fee set at f 150 p.a. and to rise in line with age group. Cllr Bundy

to clarify fees with clerk.
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2022139 (Aeenda 17) Finance and Risk

1. Payments made and due under contract totalling f5,790.88 were noted/approved. See list annexed
to these minutes.

2. To finalise the disposal of redundant council assets - Clerk to arrange.
3. Risk Register - Members reviewed the Risk Register.

a. Members noted that there are areas where risk could be reduced by establishing of a
staffing committee and all councillors using only council emails.

b. Members noted high risk areas include due diligence on self-employed contractors (public
liability, HMRC tax letters), play areas and volunteers.

c. Members assigned ownership of risks:
o Risk rating of 3 and below: the clerk
o 4 to 6: Assigned to a committee
o 7 to 9: Reserved for Full council

4. Asset Register - Members agreed to review the Asset Register once redundant assets are disposed
of and assets in storage have catalogued.

5. Members RESOTVED to join the HAPTC lnternal Audit scheme.

2022140 (Aeenda 181 Matters for consideration at future meetines
None.

Meeting closed at 21:50

The date of the next Full Council meeting is Tuesday 29s March 2022.

Signed........ ........,.,.,,.m..*;:
o^t"..... 2...t............r... 

/...
2022
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February 2422 Payments
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